development contains within itself 
both a religious meaning and an 
educational meaning. (p. 183) The 
image he uses is not a straight line 
toward a final point, but a constant 
circling back. While education 
seeks to find or to create order in 
this world, religion goes beyond 
this world, (p. 184), while not losing 
touch with this world. Moran 
stresses the importance of keeping 
Catholics in contact with the broad- 
er culture in which they live. 
There are, in Moran’s vision, six 
moments of religious education, 
two for each stage. In simply relig- 


ious education the first moment is © 


the physical: concern to provide 
environment and personal care so 
that the infant’s experience will be 
educational rather than miseduca- 
tional. Society and Church here 
bear a responsibility to complement 
the family and remove some of the 
parental burden. (p. 197) The next 
moment Moran calls visional (myth- 
ical). It involves the child’s attitude 
to the sacred, touching on play and 
_ the religious imagination. Storytell- 
ing is essential. Religious experience 
at this age can be real and deep, 
involving conflict, for which some 
stories provide solutions or strength. 
(pp. 198-199) 

Christian education provides two 
moments, narrative and systematic. 
When the child’s individual ego 
emerges so that the child becomes 
aware of his or her own people, then 
the time has come for presenting his- 
torical narrative and traditional 
practices. The task of this stage 
involves a kind of conversion in the 
form of a reversal of perspective, 


in a sense of the past and 


adoption of the behavioral code of 
the Christian people. Here the 
teacher of religion witnesses to the 
truth presented because she or he has 
experienced it. (p. 200) The term, 
systematic, as used by Moran, refers 
to the ordering of scripture and doc- 
trine into philosophical and theolog- 
ical categories. (p. 202) True to his 
circular image, Moran holds that 
religious life can be a continual con- 
version, with three or four spots 
potentially open to more dramatic 
turns. (p. 203) 

Religious adulthood is not a pla- 
teau or a peak, but a journey toward 
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the center of oneself and of the uni- : 
verse. (p. 132) The third stage, reli- _ 


giously Christian education, offers 
two moments, journeying/inquiry 


(p. 204) and centering (p. 206). This — 


is characterized by the relativizing of 
academic knowledge through other 
forms of learning such as job, family, 
and leisure, and participation in the 
struggle against injustice and vio- 


lence. (p. 204) One is an inquirer ona 


journey of compassion for every 
human being, seen as a fellow tra- 
veler on earth. (p. 205) 

The final moment, centering, con- 
version toward the center of a 
sphere, is open-ended. The Christian 
story of the death/resurrection of 
Jesus is immediately filled with 
meaning for older people. Theology, 
biblical study, and mystical writing 
are of greater interest for those who, 
stripped of illusion by age and loss of 


_ health, wait for a birth into a new 


heaven and a new earth. Moran bril- 
liantly presents the final moment as 
one of deeper communion, fulfill- 
ment of one’s vocation, attainment 
of vision, and instruction in divine 
wisdom. (p. 207) One can only thank 
Gabriel Moran for sharing this bril- 
liant image by striving to integrate it 


into the vision of religious education 


_which is itself growing into greater 


clarity. | 
JEANNE MARIE 
GUERIN, SHCJ 
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